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Elders, Miniſters & Mefleugert 


OF THE SEVERAL we 4 - þ 


BAPTIST CHURCHES, 


AGA eh MEETING AT — Rpt ts. — \ 


Falmouth Yeauil Malu hug Ne on. 
Chacewater Braadmead and Croſcomb 
Exon HPitbay Briftol Frome 
| 2 | Herſly _  Crackerion and 
ellington Grittleton and Sarum, 

Loughnocad ONE 

Having received LeTTERs alſo from 
Plymouth | Stokegomer Cheltenham 
Twvertin Bicknell Paulton 
Kingſbridge Chard _ Calne 
Cullumpton Lyme elk/ha 
Preſcott * Beall and 
Bampton Molton aalen 


He? 
oy met in Aſſociation at . 1 les, May 22 
„ 1782. To the ſeveral Churches they 


"repre ent, Ken Chriſtian Salutation. 


DraxI Y BELOVED BRETHREN, 


Aer, we truſt, by a ſacred * for the 
glo 75 of God and a tender concern for your eter- 
nal intereſt, we have again mct according. to our an- 


nual cuſtom, to receive an account of your various 

Rates, to unite in our ſupplications for your univerſal 

proſperity, and to ſend to you fuch intelligence and 

advice as we deem ſuitable, as well as to animate one 
another in our miniſterial labors. \- 


As men, as chriſtians, and as goſpel miniſters, our 


_ exerciſes, griefs and diſcouragements are numerous 


and great; and the contents of your letters this year 


have rather increaſed than teflened the torrent of our 
ſorrow. 
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ſorrow. Yes! we wept, when we remembred Zion, 
The death of uſeful members, and the moral death of 
uſeleſs ones,—the languor, barrenneſs and ſad imper- 
fections of others, — the declining ſtate of ſome of the 
churches, —the little ſucceſs of the goſpel in moſt, — 
and the various afflictions of all, have deeply affected 
our trembling hearts. 'The ſpread of infidelity and 
ungodlineſs in the land, the various diſtreſſes which a 
war, procured by our fin and folly, hath brought upon 
our nation, and the very unſeaſonable weather that 
ſeems to threaten us with awful conſequences, ſerve 
greatly to heighten our gloom. May not the pleaſant 
hill of Zion, may not this once delightful iſle, be 
now termed The Vale of Tears?” But God is 
Juſt in all his ways, and our calamities are the fruit 
of our own ſins: O, join with us, brethren, in la- 
menting our ſins, and in ſpreading our calamities, be- 
fore the throne of grace! And let us take heed that 
we do not provoke the Lord to withdraw his preſence 
from us, and to withhold the ſpirit of prayer from his 
churches, and a bleſſing from the miniſtry of his 
word, as well as peace and proſperity from our diſ- 
treſſed nation. N a 


But while we thus lament our moral and natural 

evils both in church and ſtate, we would not forget the 
manifold and tender mercies of our God, which are 
matter of thankfulneſs and ſprings of conſolation.— 
Melancholy as the aſpect of the ſtate of religion is, 
our churches are in peace, — continue ſtedfaſt in the 
faith, —and the number of their members is rather in- 
creaſed. The ſpread of religious liberty in ſeveral 
parts of Europe is likewiſe matter of joy and thank- 
Igiving; may it prove to be the dawn of the latter- day 
glory! The late ſacceſs which has attended our arms 
- alſo, induces us to hope that a proſpect of peace may 
ſpeedily be opened, and that we ſhall yet be a ſaved. 
/and proſperous nation. 


But, turning our eyes from all earthly and temporal 
objects, permit us, dear brethren, to addreſs you up- 
on thoſe infinitely important ſubje&ts which concern 
your ſpiritual and eternal intereſt, You profeſs your- 
ſelves to be the worſhippers of the true God, the diſ- 
ciples of Jeſus Chriſt, the purchaſe of his 8 
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blood, the temples of the Holy Ghoſt, and expectants 
of eternal glory : What manner of perſons ought ye 
to be ! how holy! how thankful ! how ſpiritual! how 
heavenly ! Permit us to tell you that it is our higheſt 
ambition to further you in the paths of truth and peace 
in this world, and to preſent you faultle's and joyful 
before the throne of God and the Lamb. You be- 
lieve that you are by nature guilty and helpleſs ſin- 
ners, and. hope that you are by ſovereign and rich 
grace, pardoned and ſaved; O how ſhould you deteſt 
fin, as infinitely offenſive to God, and unutterably 
injurious to yourſelves! How ſhould you prize the 
bleſſed goſpel of your ſalvation! How ſhould you ade 
mire and adore diſtinguiſhing mercy ! How ſhould you 
love and obey your compaſſionate Redeemer ! How 
ſhould you count all things but loſs for the excellency 
of the knowledge and enjoyment of Chriſt! How. 
ſhould you ſhine with his holy image! How ſhould 
you burn with zeal for his glory! And how ſhould 
you triumph in his mighty name! Yea! how ſhould 
you follow him within the veil, ſet your affections on 
things above, and firmly graſp eternal realities! 
We are pained, we are pained at heart, when we per- 
ceive in any of you a ſpirit of ſupineneſs and indiffe- 
rence, of pride, carnality, worldly-mindedneſs, and 
abominable conformity to the children of darkneſs, 
You, chriſtians! are natives of another world, and ſo- 
Journers and ſtrangers on the earth; your treaſure and 
inheritance, your life and felicity are in heaven; 
there you hope, ere long, to reſt from all your la- 
bors and griefs,—to behold the face of God,—to join 
in everlaſting anthems to the Lamb that was ſlain, — 
and to ſhine as the ſtars for ever and ever.: O there- 
fore, let your belief of divine truths be unwavering, 
and your confidence in the Lord immoveable; let 
your hope be active and vigorous; let your reve- 
rence of God be profound and uniform; let your 
love and eſteem of Chriſt be boundleſs; let your hu- 
mility be real and unfeigned ; let your patience and 
reſignation be firm and conſtant; let your thankſ- 
givings be fragrant and perpetual as the holy in- 
cenſe in the ancient temple; let your temper be be- 
nevolent, and your deportment courteous; let the. 
frame of your mind be even and ſerene; let Jour we 
| | 4s lence 
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dience be evangelical, univerſal, and regular; and 
let your converſation ſhine with purity and prudence, 
Be much with God in meditation and ſecret prayer, 
and ever ſet his awful and glorious perfections before 
you; keep a ſtrict watch over your hearts, words and 
actions; and frequently ſcrutinize your inmoſt ſouls. 
Moreover, we exhort you conſcientiouſly to attend the 
private and publick means of grace; revere the Lord's 
ay, as his own ſacred time, ſuppreſſing, as much as 
may be, all vain and worldly thoughts 1n yourſelves, 
and diſcountenancing all vain and worldly difcourſe 
in others; regularly diſcharge the duties of your vas» 
rious ſtations; and aim ſtill at a greater degree of the 
ſpirit, power and pleaſure of religion. 


We alſo beſeech you, brethren, as we regard the 
credit of your chriſtian character, the peace and hap- 
ineſs of your own ſouls, and the intereſt and glory 


of the bleſſed Redeemer, to be fedfaſt and uniform 


in your religious deportment, temper and ſpirit, and 
not unſtable in your ſentiments, irregular in your con- 
duct, and fickle in your frames: There are the ſame 
reaſons why you ſhould be a. wa holy in heart and 
life, as at certain ſeaſons and on ſome occaſions: God 
and his word are unchangeably the ſame ; fin and 
Holineſs are immutable in their nature, and the obli- 
gations you are under to Jeſus Chriſt are ever increal- 
ing. Be ye, therefore, ſtedfaſt, immoveable, always 
abounding in the work of the Lord, and your labor 


will not be in yain, as in ſo doing you will be the 


more eſtabliſhed in the ways of godlineſs, the more 
able to reſiſt temptations, the more conſtantly happy 
in your own minds, the more uſeful in the church of 
God, and the more ready to meet death, He is not 
the moſt happy nor the moſt honourable chriſtian who 
is one moment at the gate of heaven, and the next 

moment at the gate of hell; that is one day an ardent 
flame, and the next day a marble ſtatue ; that is one 
week a flowing ſtream, and the next week a rock of 
ice. Sorry ſhall we be to be informed at out next 
annual meeting, that ſome whom we now addreſs, 
ſolemnly addreſs in the name of the great God, are 
backſlidden and apoſtatized from the ways of reli- 
gion! O beware of backſliding in heart, and of en- 

Shultalm and errors in judgment and practice. W 
i | 5 
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We ear and affectionately exhort you, alſo, 
who have forſaken the Lord and his people to conſider 
your ways, the aggravations of your guilt, and the 
dreadful tendency and end of your horrid conduct. 
Glad ſhall we be to ſee you return with weeping and 
ſupplication to the biſhop of ſouls and the goſpel fold, 


Permit us, likewiſe, to addreſs you who attend on 
our miniſtry, but decline a ſubmiſſion to the yoke of 
Chriſt, We travail in birth till Chriſt be formed in 
your hearts ; we pray, we long for your ſalvation ; and 

will any of you remain unconcerned for your own ſouls, 

and the advancement of the glory of God? Or can you, 
think ye, be real and conſiſtent chriſtians, and not 
take up your croſs, and follow the Captain of ſalva- 
tion? Can you believe in Chriſt for eternal life, and 
withhold your obedience to his divine commands? 
And muſt it not be owing either to yaur ſad indiffer- 
ence, or elſe to your groundleſs fears, that you do not 

. readily enlift under the Redeemer's banner? O reſt not, 

till you can ſay, ©* We will go with you, for we have | 
heard, we have ſeen, that the Lord is with you.” _ q 


You, brethren, who may be diſtreſſed with deſpond- 
ing fears, we adviſe to ſeek immediate relief not from 
your duties, feelings and frames, (tho? theſe, if truly 
ſpiritual, you ought to conſider as fruits and evidences 
of a ſaving change) but from the fullneſs and freeneſs 
of divine grace, by an entire reliance on Chriſt alone, 
who abundantly encourages all who are weary and 
heavy laden to come unto him for ſpiritual reſt. Be- 
lieve, therefore, in the Lord Jeſus Chrift, and you 
ſhall be ſaved ; nor can you eve ect any true and 
living conſolation, but by a true and living faith in 
the Son of God. = 1 

Finally, brethren, we commit you all in the ſpirit 

of fervent prayer, to the compaſſionate Shepherd of 
Iſrael, in hope of meeting you at length among the 
glorious and innumerable multitude on mount a, 
5 And remain your affectionate brethren in our ex- 
alted Lord, 5 9 0 


behalf of the Aſſembly, JOHN TOM MAS. | 


F Sign'd, by order axd A 
by the Moderator. 
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VCC 
"ob Sarum, May 22, 1782. 
WEDNESDAY afternoon, three o'Clock. Mini- 
ſters, Meſſengers, &c. met at the Meeting-Houſe ac- 
cording to appointment. Mr. S. Evans began in pray- 


er. The Preliminaries of the Aſſociation were read. 
Mr. Tommas was choſen MoperRaTor, The letters 


from the Churches were read, minutes taken, and 
Mr. B. Francis was requeſted to prepare a circular let- 


ter. Mr. S:radling clos'd this meeting in prayer at fix. 


HALF PAST SIX met again. Sang a ſuitable 
Hymn. Mr. T. Dun/combe prayed. Mr. Day preach- 


ce ed from 1 Pet. v. 6. Humble yourſelves therefore under 


the mighty hand of God, that he may exalt you in due time, 
Sang again, and then clos'd in prayer at eight, 


THURSDAY Morning fix o'clock. Meſlrs. Dyer, 
Cole, Horſey, Rippon, Senr. Maſely, and Redding en- 
gaged in prayer. Adjourned at half paſt eight o'clock, 


Tex o'clock. Began the public worſhip by ſinging. 


Mr. E. Francis, and Mr. Kingdon, prayed. Mr. Tem- 
mas preached from Jer. xiv. 8. O the hope of T/rael, the 


Sawiour thereof in iime of trouble, why ſhouldeſt thou be 
as a ftranger in the land, and as a ewayfaring man that 
turneth aſide to tarry fer a night ? Sang a hymn, Read 
the circular letter. Mr, Day clos'd in prayer at one 
o'clock. 1 e | 


Tart o'clock. Mr. B. Francis prayed. Sang a 
hymn, Mr. Evens, of Briſtol, preached from Rom. i. 
16. 1 am not aſhamed of the goſpel of Chriſt, for it is the 
power of Cod unio ſalvation to every one that believeth, 
Sang a hymn. Mr. Clark, of Unicorn-Yard, London, 


_ « Clos'd the meeting in prayer, and diſmiſſed the public 


aſſembly at half paſt five. 


The Miniſters and Meſſengers ſtayed to attend the 
further buſineſs of the Afﬀociation, 


Ap- 
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 - Approv'd the circular letter, and deſir'd the Ih- 
rator to ſign it on behalf of the Aſſembly. 


Audited and approv'd the accounts of the Aſſocia- 
tion Fund, and deſir'd the Moderator to atteſt them ac- 
cordingly.* | 


The Collections ſent in to*this little fund this year 
amounted to 321. 19s. d.. Voted ſeveral ſums out 
of this fund for village preaching and various other 
important purpoſes. N e 

AGREED, To obſerve a day of faſting and prayer 
as ſoon as convenient to the ſeveral Churches, on ac- 
count of the preſent unpfomiſing appearance of the 
weather, the low ſtate of religion, and the continuane 
of the dreadful calamity of war. 5 


Acxzep, That we and thoſe we repreſent are ready 
in every way we lawfully can, faithfully and zealouſſy 
to ſerve our King and Country, and if neceſſary to 
take arms in their defence. But that the propos'd 
Scheme of exerciſing the people on the Lord's Day, 
except in caſe of actual invaſion, it appears to us, will 
be, if carried into execution, a groſs profanation of 
the Sabbath, and in its conſequences highly injurious 
to the morals of the people which are too much relaxed 
already, That we cannot therefore, in conſcience, 
comply with this ſcheme, and hope we ſhall not be 
call'd to it. | 


AcnkERD, That a repreſentation of our ſentiments. 
upon this ſubject be made to thoſe in power, if it ſhould 
hereafter appear neceſſary, | | 


AcREED, To hold the next aſſoclation at Tiverton, 
Wedneſday and Thuriday in the Whitſun-Week. To 
begin on Wedneſday, at Three in the Afternoon pre- 
ciſely. Mr. B. Francis, and Mr. Newton, to preach 
the Sermons, The Moderator concluded in prayer. 
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Is the aflociated ente the laſt year, — 


[Raptized -— 6x 
5 2 by letter 8 


Dead «© 3834 
Diſmiſſed 8 — 1 
"x Excluded — 83 


* : 5 4 
Inereaſe - A 8 


| This Day is publiſhed, | | 


| Price SIX-PENCE, 


ELIsHASs EXCL AMATION, 


A SERMON oecaſioned hy the Death of 
The Rev. HUGH. EVANS, M. A. | 


Who departed this Life, March 28, 1781. 
by CALEB EVANS, NM. A. 


RHI SECOND EDITION. 


A new Edition alſo of 
' WitsoN' $ Scripture Manual. 
Price 76. 6d. per Hundred. | 
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